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CAMP AVERY IN 1812.

A GLIMPSE INTO AN OLD CORRESPONDENCE.

In previous volumes of the Pionecer
have been published sorme interesting
memoirs of such incidents in the war
of 1812 as transpired in the Fire-
lands. The most stirring of these
had reference to the contests with the
Indians on the Perinsula, the troops
who were engaged therein having
been sent out from old Camp Avery,
close to the present site of Milan.
In the ¢ Historical Collections” of
the Mahoning Valley Society we find
a most valuable chapter on the same
period and events, and we use, with-
out further acknowledgement, such
portions of the same as have a local
significance.  The staple interest
seems to lie in the correspondence of
Lieutenant Benjamin Allen, of the
Kinsman (Trumbull county) military
company, whose letters to his young
wife from this then f{rontier land
bring up in vivid clearness those days
of effort and of danger,

On receiving the intelligence of
General Hull’s surrender the whole
west was thrown into a state of great
excitement. Fears were entertained
that the country would be overrun
with the Indians. An order from
Major-General Wadsworth, com-
manding the Fourth Division of Ohio

militia, was received by Colonel
Richard Hayes, of Hartford, direct-
ing him to notify the men of his regi-
ment to at once make ready for
military service, and assemble in
their several companies at Kinsman
on the z4th of August.

The regiment was composed of
eight companies, from the following
towns, viz: Hubbard, Vernon,
Brookfield, Vienna, Kinsman, Wil-
liamsfield, Gustavus, Wayne, John-
son and Fowler. Of course, called
together in such haste, they were
variously equipped and poorly pre-
pared to meet an enemy armed an
officered as veterans. Some had the
common hunting rifles, with powder
horn and bullet pouch, others old
arms of former wars, and someé,
again, only pikes and stout hay forks.

The destination of the regiment
was unknown to the men, but
the line of march was north. A
Harpersfield, on the third day, Gen-
eral Perkins joined the troops, the
command was reorganized, and 3
large number of the volunteers were
sent back to guard the 1
ments. Thence the regiment moved
along the Ridge road to Clevelﬂﬂt:é
and from that point the story of
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Bushnel as my second.  We started
from Huroun about dark : rewed and
sailed all night.  When we arrived at
sSandusky, found the buildings on the
Peninsula mostly on fre. Rowed in
very near them, but did not think it
prudent to land in the night. Next
morning we again rowed in to the
vemains of ihe Louses, but the land-
ing being bad, thought best not to
land ;. and tmediately on our re-
turning, before we were out of sight,
the Indians set Nive o two more
houses.  The Dlock-house and all are
burned. I send inclosed two certifi-
cates, one my owi, as you will per-
ceive, the other Captain Burnham’s.
The Captainis give hemediately 1o
Mr. Kinsman.”

< On rie Dang or Huron
River, Sept. 18, 1812, §

¢ We are now in the midst of an
enemy’s vountry, or rather enemies
are in the midst of ours, and all
around us.  Night Lefore last Senj.
Newcomb’s house wos Durned within
seven miles of us.  Last night Mr.
Comstock’s house, barn, cte., were
burned two wmiles off, and yet we
have not seen an Indian. 1 hope,
however, by night there wiil be a
good acconnt given of some of the
rascals. DBy to-mosrow or next day
we expect a re-enforcemment of two
companies from Colonel Rayne’s vegi-
ment, which has been kept until this
time for the purpose of guarding
Cleveland. There has Leen nothing
done by our men against the Indians,
except what was done Dby the two
companies with which I went to San-
dusky Bay, and that was not much.”
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“Lwas called i the afternoon g
attend a disagreeable piece of |y
ness.  Not to go agiinst Indlians, Lyt
against those who in justice ought to
recetve  us s brothers  with open
arms.  'The outline of the Dbusiness
ruas thus.  Some of the inhabitants
who fled from this part of the eoun-
try had left a large quantity of sale
stoved, and a party of those that yet
remained took possession of the salt
with the intention of appropriating it
to their own use, which our officerg
did not think justibable, and accord-
ingly sent a small party of men to
But the in-
habitants retused to let them have it,

take possession of it.

and threatencd the whole detachment
with destruction if they interfered.
On the veturn of the men, Caplain
surnham and myselt took command
of twenly volunteers and warched to
the place, about eight miles, and
there such profunity and abuse both
of theiv Malker and our officers and
soldiers 1 never before heard, and
God grant | never may again.  How-
ever, (inding us determined to do our
duty and not righteaed, they came
to terms, and the business was accom-
plished  without bloodshed.  There
have Leen three white men killed and
two men aned ONe woman \VOUllded n
this part of the country since I wrot€
you last. Three Indians have been
killed, three wounded, and several
buildings burned. I hope we shall
soon have men enough to do some
thing more than just to maintain ouT
ground against the rascals, for él'
though they are not pumerous
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Camr Aviry, Oct. 2,
““Qur troops, T

last letter, were

1812,

mentioned in iy
going to Sandusky.
They arrived (here without injury,
and were much pleased  with
situation.

their
Leaded their Loats with
fifty barrels of salt and sent them in,
and sent on o request that the men
might be permitted to remain at San.
dusky Bay; and there WaS an express
seint immediately to headqguarters 10
that  effect Captain  Hutching,
Captain Barnham went to Sandusky
to take Captain  Hutching’
Major Frazier commanded

by

place.
at San-
dusky, and had abour one hundred
and thirty men in three companies.

“Bergeant  Hamilton was  sent
about this time across Sandusky Day
to the Peninsula to make what dis-

covery he could.  On his arrival al
the bay he found several of the in.
habitants who hag

visit their efiects

‘s

just been over tg
witich they had de
serted at the first alarm after the sor-
render of  Detroit. They told him
that they had discovered forty-seven
Indians about one house, and the
house was filled with Indians besides,

“ramilion sent baek for a re.en-
forcemem, Captain Cotton wag ac-
cordingly sent with abeut sixty to his

aid. These, together with Hamil-
ton’s  men,  some inhabitants and

some from on beard our hoats, made
2 detachment of nearly ninety me,
They crossed the bay on the noring
of the 29th, and landed on the other

respecting the lodians,  side and marched into the country in
the direction in

which the Indjans

ving a few men to

the hoats,  Ahout one hour
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after their departure from the bows
four large canoe loads ol fudians
were scen  cuming  down the buay.
They landed ona siadl islael i the
hay just above where our boats iy
Our boatmen thonght they hod best
mnke thelr escape. They tuok two
Loats, leaving two, anl ieade their
escape Lo this side of the bay. Hhe
e

two boats whichwere left w
diately damolished by the Tudiaos.
AN which was seat Ly exptoss,
and all we couid do was Lo send off
an express to them; and o bis state
of anxiety we remuined until about
twelve o’clock at aight, when Roolin-

SOL, QUL eXPIess, returned, and Lrought

news that our two bouats which wnde
their escaje had lain off the point of
the Peninsula, and that whout forty
men, after Lghting all day without
anything to eat or drink, had made
their escape to the boats, ameng
whom was i number badly wounded ;
“and that about forty men were left
on the Peninsuia either dead ot sur-
ronnded Ly Todians.  The Captain
and Licutenant, William  Iutholo-
mew, were seel with some men to
make their cretreat to o house, and
were  leit surrounded by ladians.
Such was the sad news brought to our
camp at twelve o'clock at night.

« In this state of alarm a council
was immediately ealled. It consisted
of Major Shannon, Mr. Leslie, our
chaplain, Captain Fobus, Robibson,
and mysclf.  The Colenel was at this
time so sichk that his life was almost
despaired of. It was concluded to
send an express to Sandusky with
orders for an iminediztz  retreat.

{ Vol. X111,

Flobinaun ayreed Lo pertonicihe dugy,
aned B Lestie shiuted 1o convey (hé
sid news to headguaroe:s,

Goloar this e, oaehdicon to tak-
gy the comtnuinl of those cemaining
ot our company, o b sertorm the
acjutont’s dety, whia T ouide out the
caunpe giaeed for the g b, wiich cou-
sistedd ol oty tiicteLwo mien, [y
tock every able-bodicdl maec i the
camp eveept those anpiad bie night
Dotorve,  Dnoalas siicasion, Towent Lo

work ot the Diock-lrotne and worked

the vemainder of the night, though T
fet becn on o giaaed the night before
aned Band not slept ot ali

o In the sworaing the men from
the Peninsula cane: iu, and, on ques-
tioning them, we found e ihe opinion
of e best wnfernmed ameng them,
that the wen in the house would be
able to defond temselves against the
[adians so long s their strength
would hold out. L accordingly got
liberty to start with ten men and pro-
visions sufficient to refresh those on
the Peuinsul s vl 1 fnd any alive
there.

« O the morning of the goth we
wenl o the mouth of Fiucon river,
six miles oot camp, where we were
Jetained -all diay tor the want of a
boat. However, about darle, two
spies, whom 1L L sent out, returned
with  Sergeant  Daily and Chester
Allen, who had muale el escape
from the heuse (o the Peninsula},
i which they

came down on

found an old cunue,

crossed the hay wnd
the heach.  Piey said (here wer€
thirty-eight e cooped up n tl:le
housa, and, as yuu iy conclude, 10
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Lirlieve they suffered mucl, for
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fellows  from the Peninsula,
which was
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about three o clock in the
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cine that the boys from  Sandusk ky
were coming in. 1 went Oul to meey
and fund they had murched
thirty-four miles in ose day; and my
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when such news will end God only
knows. I should not be in the lewst
surprised should our camp De attack-
But 1 think

we shall be able to give a good ac-

e within three days.

count ol ourselves in the event of an
attack.

“« When Ishall return home 1 think
is very uncertain, for this part of the
country is 1 ten times the danger
that it was in when we (rst arrived.
The inhabitants, many of whor had
stayed until within three days, have
all fled.”

¢« OCTOBER 25, 1812,

“ I received yours (and one from
Captain Burnham likewise), and had
you have consented to let me stay
through the present term, which 1
think, could T accomplish, weuld be
rather more to my advantage than to
come Dback in the Spring and stay
three or four months, which I very
there is a bold
in the West this
{t will take at least fifteen

much fear, uanless
stroke struck here
SeasOn.
thousand men to defend our frontier
of Cleveland next
Bat General
Wadsworth will not let me go home

until Hopkins comies on here; for he

north and west

Spring and Summer.

says he very much wants me here.
And [ expect, atter between two and

[Vul. X1,

three months of constant futigue ang
deprivation, T shall be the very gy
man  furloughed  to return howe,
Consequently, you will send himme-
ately to Hopkins, and tell him he
must be on as quick as possible, 1
wish Brother Dauiel would go; for |
want the business attended (o hnme-
diately. I am not in camp at this
time 5 but will leavve the business with
the Doctor to expliin to vou. Gen-
this time.
When he rvetarns T oan confident he
will intercede to have e furloughed,

val Perkins s absent at

with what success ¥s quite uncertain,”

That the foregoing correspondence
of lieutenant Allen gives, in some
particulars, tull and truthful accounts

of events which transpired during the.

war of 1812 on that part of the fron-
tier to which they relate, is evident
from recorcds of a similar character,
referring to the sume times. The
readers of the Fivneer are specially
referred to the narrative of the
¢ Skirmish with Indians on the Pen-
nsula,”” by Hon. J . Giddings, in a
previous volume, and to  various
memoirs of the incidents following on
Hull’s uuhappy surrender, which may
be traced from the general lndex
with this volume,
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