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Documents
MRS. LYDIA B. BACON’S JOURNAL, 1811-1812
Edited by MARY M. CRAWFORD

In the first part of her manuscript, published in the
December issue of the Indiana Magazine of History, Mrs.
Bacon told of her journey from Fort Independence on Castle
Island in Boston Harbor to the Wabash Country and of her
stay at Vincennes. The author, who accompanied her hus-
band, Lieutenant Josiah Bacon, a quartermaster of the Fourth
Regiment of the United States Infantry, described in detail
their boat trip down the Ohio from Pittsburgh, their stops
along the way, and her experiences at Vincennes while she
waited for her husband to return from the Tippecanoe cam-
paign led by Governor William Henry Harrison against hos-
tile Indians along the Wabash.

The concluding portion of Mrs. Bacon's manuscript which
is presented below tells of her journey back to Massachusetts
and her experiences along the way which included being
made a prisoner of war twice and witnessing the siege of
Detroit and General Hull's surrender to the British. - When
Mrs. Bacon left Vincennes on horseback to go with her hus-
band’s regiment to Detroit, she carried in a bag on the pom-
mel of her saddle a Bible, a copy of Homer's Illiad, and a
“huge Spunge cake.”

When within eighteen miles of Detroit, British officers
stopped the boat in which Mrs. Bacon was traveling, seized
the hospital supplies and officers’ baggage, and declared the
occupants prisoners of war. That night, Mrs. Bacon slept
on a British prison ship near Malden where earlier in the
day some hostile Indians who had taken part in the Battle
of Tippecanoe hovered around her and her companions when
they went to the tavern. The next day, she and all the others
who had come with her, except the officer in charge of their
boat and his wife who preferred to remain with him, were

1 While in the West, Mrs. Bacon kept a journal and wrote letters
to her mother and sister Abby in Massachusetts. Some twenty years
later, she arranged these records of her trip in chronological order
and added a few paragraphs to cover the parts of her trip not men-
tioned in her Jetters or journal. This manuscript is now owned by the
New York Historical Society from which permission was obtained to
publish it. Permission was also obtained from the Pilgrim Press, the
present representative of the Massachusetts Sabbath School Society,
which published the Biography of Mrs. Lydia B. Bacon (Boston, 1856).
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