‘Notes and Documents
LETTERS OF JOHN FLOYD, 1813-1838

John Floyd was a son of Charles Floyd, a Virginian who in
colonial times moved to Beaufort District, South Carolina, where

: John, an only child, was born in 1769. About a decade after the
t Revolution, in which Charles Floyd had fought as one of the
i : staunchest Patriots, the family moved first to Mclntosh County
‘ and later to Camden County, Georgia. Here John progressed to-
affluence largely through the business of building boats, so neces-
sa,i"y for the navigation of the inland waterways along the Georgia
co;alst. He soon became a great landholder with many. slaves. He
married Isabella Maria Hazzard of South Carolina, and to this
un{ion were born twelve children. o

artaking of the same zeal for his country that had character-

izéd his father, John Floyd as major general of Georgia militia
inlthe War of 1812 led a force of about 3,600 troops against the
Indians and engaged in two fierce conflicts with them at Au-
tobsee and Callabee (Calibee). He received a serious wound which
long troubled him. Soon after his expedition against the Indians,
which he had led into Alabama, he recovered sufficiently to com-
mand an army at Savannah designed to defend that city against
a possible British attack. From 1820 to 1827 he represented Cam-
den County in the state house of representatives and immediately
thereafter was elected to the Twentieth Congress, serving from
1827 to 1829. Floyd County, Geqrgia, was named for him.

Floyd was a man of great strength of character and convic-
tions, with an aptitude and vigor in expressing his opinions, which
well appears in some of the following letters. He died in 1839.

The originals of the letters which follow are in the possession
of Miss Laura Blackshear of Athens, Georgia, a descendant of
General Floyd, and to her the thanks of the Quarterly are due for
being allowed to publish them. It is her intention later to present
them to the University of Georgia Library. All of these letters
were written by General Floyd with the exception of two, whose
authors were the General’s sons. Floyd’s will is included for the
light 1t throws on his possessions and his family .

1. For information on EFloyd, gee George White, Historical Collections of
CGeorgin . . . (New York, 1854), 289-02: Lucian L, Knight, A Standard Higtory
uf Georgin and Georgianx (Chicago, 1917). 1. 514 ; Biographical Directory of the
American Congress [775-1927 (Wanhington, 1928), 975, Mrs. Mary Floyd Ham-
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NOTES A

John Floyd to Miss M’

Head Quarters

You may easily imagine, my b
by the receipt of your affection
ceived on the 16th. It gave me X
Mother was then unwell. I hopé

wonted health, and that my littl

and Iriends are in the full enj "
health. I have been, and am still}
I arrived at Fort Hawkins on
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"y H. Floyd; 8t. Mary's, Ga.
,! Camp Hope, September 19th, 1813.°
¢loved child, how much I was gratified ;

te letter of'the 4th inst, which I re-

nuch concern to learn that your Dear

ere this that she has recovered her

yment of the inestimable blessing of

{in very good health.

the evening of the 8th, on the day

following reviewed the two. rei ments of infantry cantoned in the

neighborhood of that place. I
important to concentrate the whp
and discipline of the camp. I ¢

for the troops to be put in mo
taken a view of the surroundin

of encampment, and directed the
the line of encampment. On the

fTon discovered that it would be all

ole force for a better subordination,
hsequently dellvered a general order
ion on the 14th, having previously

Quartermaster General to mark out

the new camp. The troops are n
to nearly 3000, 500 of which are

mile long, which makes no small

a handsome one. I have not left

main body. I had proceded this fa
to quit and attend to olher’ bus
' can possibly.turn my hands an‘

rupted, and am now endeavoring

tattoo, the only time which I ha

her an account of my journey

very cordially received by his

country acquaintances. My appm

very flattering manner which I i
Since my arrival here T have beg
acters in the State. Indeed you c

course of the people, which an o
ig the largest body of men ever
body of men was never produc

\ 4th, as ab )ve mentioned, we entered

[—?]! embedied which amounting

cavalry. O r lines are each 3% of a .-
ghow in th‘se woods. Our position is

he camp s/nce I entered it with the
-‘ with my" etter when I was obliged
ess of wl;'i(,h I have as much as I
mind to.‘I have been again inter-
to- scribblL ‘¥ou a line or two after
. I betore wrote your mother giving
as far as Milledgeville when I was
ixcellency, ,p.nd many of my old up-
htment to t,he ‘command of the army
, and I am proud to have it in my
e and conduct since I have assurﬁed
the expectation entertained from the
ad been represented by my friends.

n scarcely form any idea of the con-
rasion so novel has excited. For this
issemblqd rn this State, and a finer
d in any ipountry. They only want
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flton,

Call, eomp., Roxter of Rervolutionatry
few additional letters by and to Flaoy

ol (ten. Darid Blackahear . . . (Phll
T"hig work is a8 reprint, with a fow
Miller, The Bench and Bar of (Feore
TRDY%), I, 3n5-4R7.

- . 1
A Littlie Family Hiatory (Snvupmnh 1"()8)

11°ff.; Mrs., Howard H. Me-
0rgia (Atlnntn 1941), 69. A
lin Stephen F. Miller, Memoir
ndelphia, 18'B), 446, 456-58, 459, 460-85.
Additions, o,.lthe appendix of Qtephen .
ld 'Memfm’., and Sketches (Philudolphin

Woldiers in .
1l are printed]
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country; determined on the ground

_Pud and all the rest of my children .

n visited by many of the first char- *
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discipline, and may be viewed as the flower of Georgia. There are
a great many men of the first respectability; men of fortune, and
education; have left ease and domestic comfort for a tentless field,
in support of their country’s rights.

Think what an arduous task I am drawing from the walks of pnvate
life to perform; and you may readily figure to yourself the high re-
sponsibility which hovers over me, when I tell you that the honor,
character, and vital interests of the State depends upon the fate of
the campaign committed to my care. Should it be successful, I shall
gain celebrity as a reward, but should it turn out otherwise, I shall
perhaps be only remembered to be abused. . .

John Floyd to Miss Mary H. Floyd, St. Mary's, Ga. '
Camp Hope,
October 7th, 1813.
My BEeLovED CHILD: You may easily imagine 1ny anxiety was to hear
from you, after seeing the account of the distressing effects of the
late. hurricane in the latitude which every thing dear to me was em-
braced. I was at Milledgeville yesterday, whither it was necessary
for me to go to obtain an interview with his Excellency, whose ill
health prevented his affording it here.'I was extremely anxious to
hear from you, altho I dreaded the receipt of the melancholy intelli-
génée I accordingly stayed a day longer in Milledgeville than I other-
wise should have done, for the arrival of the Savannah mail hoping
thatJ it might bring me something from my bereft friends. I waited
at h,ls Excellency’s until the arrival of his letters. knowing that any
thing from your quarter would bhe directed to his care, but to my
great mortification nothing from you accompanied his packets. T re-
turjed to my lodgings with perplexed uncertainty, when I was in-
rormed there was a letter in the office which I lost no time in ob-
taining; which 1 opened in haste and perused with fearful anxiety.
I was much relieved when I got to the end of the chapter to find that
you had all heen spared, to add to my comfort, when we shall again
be embraced in the arms of Peace. You can more easily imagine than
T can describe what my feelings for you were. You know my uniform
tenderness for you all have been. The happiness of your dear Mother
and my promising flock has always occupied my whole ‘desire for the
preservation of existence, which I conceived necessary ' for the pro-
motion of your interest and happiness until by mature a.ge you should
he able and capable of encountering the vicissitude of this chequered
life. The fates have at length decreed our separation, which I trust
will'not be final. My country claimg my services—you know my uni-
form sentiment on political matters—I deplore the necessity which
causes this separation! and I trust that your good sense will not
allow you to attribute any want of attention to those tender feelings
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{
which always bears a. conspicuous lha.re in myE1 heart for an affection-
ate wife, children and friends. I ust beg yon to be persuaded that
by discharging the duties of an American patfiot that I shall reflect
an honor on your name. Let me sfand, or fallf in the cause that will
not be unimportant to either my f: mily or my ‘memory.
At this moment the doleful musi k announcmg the.death of a fellow
soldier is just pdssing, which, wii ‘the solemn platoon, adds to the
melancholy mode which: the tsubJe1 in ‘which 51 am engrossed invites.
This, however is the only occurrence of death. in our camp since its

number assembled and the unfa Orable seas

n at which they have '

establishment, which 'is very ex Jllu:«mrdinzuly %When we consider the

been called into the field, and Wha
dent has occurred, altho we have
thirty minutes each time produced near 3]00 men in arms, and in
the night; the first was designed, the otheri ac idental. N

The provisions for the army [forl)| thirty da f ‘are now collected, and
we only wait the arrangement of the Qua’i"téx%naster's Department to
put the army in motion for Chatt hoochee, v%ere it is probable the
forces from Tennessee and the 3rd Regt. will concentre, and from
which point our warlike operations|will com nCe. I do not apprehend
that the army will leave. this under three weeks, in the meantime 1
shall be able to write you more particularly. }{ have not a leisure mo-
ment, and am always obliged to write surr$u prled with company, and
such are the repeated interruptiongifor businfiss, that I cannot write
a sentence without being called on t() answer rvome question, frivolous
or important. I am frequently besetg’ith ol 4nd young, men, women

s still tnol'e ‘singular, not an acci-

and children, claiming indulgences |for somJE gon, brother, or husband
to attend their sick wife, child, or|}
many sick folks in 40 years. Some
doubt. At all events, this countly, in
pared with ours! :

arent. {I have never heard of so

A great many respectable characters have cglled on me since I have '

been here; among them two Senatiors of Cangress; Old Jarid, and
many other respectahle characters, .that between business and com-
pany 1 have no respite. I wrote t

Savannah mail. This will go by tile rien tnail, which I presume will
he received the same time. - !

1 am a little surprized that you have non acknowledged the receipi
of my letters written at Milledgeville pon my afrival at that place. The
mail before this to Darien could nofl proceedl in consequence of the
obgstructions produced by the storm. {I hop 0 hear from you regu-
larly. I ghall next write to your Gra d Papa, ni,the meantime remem-
ber me affectionately to him and yo."‘ deaﬁ Mother, and all my dear
children, not forgetting Dick and ' it le Pud, lwho, I suppose, hegins

_ ad two alayms, which in less than

eal, an& ome feigned, I have no
point 'df health, is not to be com-

) your | Mother yesterday by the

A 2

o L

2=

i

B




r-*:.wzwm&mwﬁamm

A RS S RS P e e

232 ' "NOTES AND DOCUMENTS

to speak very plain. I suppose she has nearly forgot me. I regret,
among the loss of other enjoyments, her little gambols. Tell Charles
and Sarah they are very lazy. Had I as much idle time as they have
I should not have suffered so much time to have passed without shed-
ding a little ink for their amusement. They very well know how
much I should be gratified by a line from them. John would never
write to me when at school, and I hardly look for it mow, but if he
thought of me as often as I do of him, he would not neglect it. Present
my best respects to Mrs. Waight, and Mr. Hazzard. Tell himm he must
now and then shoot an old buck for me. Tell Miss Bailey, in your next
letter, that I am obliged by her recollection of me, and that I love

her because she is your friend. Remember me to Mr. & Mrs. -Mac. and -

all who may enquire after me. I received a letter from ‘Major: Clark
by the same mail which brought me your much esteemed favor. I
have written to him. It -was very natural for you to wish for me in
the hour of danger, a time when I should always wish to be with you,
for had it pleased the Almighty to have consigned you all to the silent

tomb, I should bave had no desire to survive such an affliction. Yours"

affectionately, '

P. S. It would be uncharitable not to excuse any error which I may

inadvertently make; writing in a crowd and answering questions, and
at the same time entertaining those who call on me. I must request you
to - remember me to Eliza Hazard. Tell Willlam F. to send me word
who of the little fry was most gcared during your distress. Ask Susan
and Caroline how they employ their time. I suppose that Charles had
enpugh to attend to since the storm. What has become of the fleet?
John, I suppose will be a great fisherman [— ] unwilling I am to
give up this [—?] at and how anxious I am to have sdmething to
say to you all. 1 presume that you have written to {—?]1 informing
him of may absence. I must bid you good night, as it i8 one o'clock
at night. Kiss your mother for me and remember, Yours affectionately,

John Floyd to an unnamed person.
Camp South of Flint River, Nov. 8th, 1813.

It is always a pleasure to me when I can find time to drop you
a line because I know your solicitude for my welfare and consequently
a pleasure to you to know how time glides in this winderness. You
will have hcard ere this reaches you of the army having arrived at
this place on the second Inst., since'which nothing of importance has
transpired. I had sometime ago sent a detachment out in order to
erect suitable works of defense for the protection of provisions which
would necessarily be depositéd for the supply of the army, Since my
arrival I have had the work nearly tinished, which is a strong stock-
arde defended hy two bhlock courses, within the works a hospital and
sultable provision houses are erceted, The situation is a handsome
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one,
part of it i not without its clalm The
and a handsome ford just about it the |
irregular rocks. This stream, you will
into the Gulf of Mexico. The country
river, is very uneven. Some of the hill

Indlans who are here every day.
Nothing detains the. army here bhut

contractors and Quartermaster Depart r'-‘

have been a dead Weight on the move

not yet received anythmg from the W
I am kept unapprised of the extent of
It has just been reported here that th
done some mischief on the frontier of' ]
'clined to believe it is too true. This will
ford ot Milledgeville whither I have se1]

to the new Governor. You will, by the tir1£a thlis
the Milledgeville papers which will giye you

indeed, if the upper country can Ee con,sidered handsome

above this, and off from the
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rive ts about 40 yards wide,
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This |
|
per eiye by the map, enters !

are| handsome, and it is not |
s and deep ravines. A few

2 an!d, with the exception of
r",grpupd 5 or six miles wide.

¥ td 11‘{8 mouth, without any.
. bere found in great

ar eﬂartment consequently
's of the Government,

with a communication
ireaches you, have seen
the Legislative news.

Colonel Newman has again joined tHe
it. Colonel Jenkins, who commanded o

a relapse which he took in returning to ‘_,

I can hardly imagine that an attack wi
I shall continue to write as, often

and hope that you will do the same. ’I‘hJ ma
agency from whence a communication ‘Wlll

army. I must now conclude with my affe
Sisters & Brothers & grand-father. and
You will readily excuse this scrawl whe
by candle light in the open field.
Grand P. Tell Sarab and John I was muj
Adieu. "Yours affectionately.

1 sthl néxta

and will continue with
tfxe regiments, died of
o camp. I find by the

be mgade from Florxda

s cire mstances will permit
fl omes regularly to the!
bé kept open with the

ctio e love to your Mother,

respzctc to enquiring friends.

) I tlel'l( you that it is written

write your Mother &

?h pfea& éd to hear from them.
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John Floyd to Miss Mary. H. Floyd, St. Mary’s, Ga.
Camp five miles S. West of Flint River.
November 18th, 1813.

Unwilling, my Dear Mary that you should suppose for a moment
that any situation in which I may be placed will render the recol-
lection of you and your Dear Mother and family otherwise than dear
to me, I have in these wild woods, over hills and far from you, taken up
my pen, to communicate to you the movement of the army which I
am convinced you feel a lively interest for the fate of. This morning
we broke up our camp near Flint'River; and are this far on our march
to Coweta, where on our arrival, and very probably before we reach
that place, we shall measure strength with our savage enemy, who
are represented as being in force on the Chattahoochee. Since 1 last
wrote runners have repeatedly arrived from the chiefs of the friendly
Indians, deploring this situation, and- soliciting immediate aid, stat-
ing the hostile Indians to be within half a mile of Coweta, I had but
proceeded this far when a gun fired on our out-posts. I was much
re]oiced hoping that the enemy meant to save us some trouble by
giving us battle nearer home. The lines were formed in two minutes. _
but the alarm was produced by the accidental discharge of a musket.
The men are eager for battle, and I am equally desirous of seeing
them tried, altho our force is much reduced from casualties. I am
inclined to believe that if the friendly Indians are sincere in their
prolfessmn of friendship, that the parties are nearly equally divided,
a little time will prove facts, and I think it very probable that when
you next hear from me the subject will be more interesting.

We have about 80 wagons taking on about 20 days provisions, the
meTns and risk of regular supplies is my greatest dread. On this
‘;ulfect you will sece in the Argus my letter to the Governor, which
I fmd has been publnhod but with a typographxcal error: for never,
read ever. .

Your newspapers give you al’l the Northern and European news.
Therefore I shall not recapitulate. The weather has heen very cold,
and is now rainy, the men are sickly: 256 I have been obliged to leave
“at Fort Lawrence, who were unable to travel. Your Brother is very
well. 1 have a very bad cold which I hope will wear off in a few days.

It has been reported that Genl. Pinckney was to take command of
this army, and reports state also that Genl. Williams was ordered
on. How true this may be I am at a loss to determme not having
heard anything from the Secrctary of War.

Give my best love to your Mother, grand papa, and all my littie
flock, as well as best compliments to enquiring friends to whom I
have not time to write. I cannot account for not having heard from
any of you since your Brother came away. I hope no misfortune has
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N
been the cause of your silence. I am coxivi'}:ad; of your attention e.nd
am unwilling to believe that you have negl .efi'to write to me. With
the hope of soon hearing from you, I must}!teqdest you to accept my

affectionate regards, and believe .me to be,‘#unr terably your Loving.
Father.

[P.S.] My compliments to Miss Baillie ar

r St. Simons friends.

X

%Jamden County, Ga.

John Floyd to Miss Mary H. Floyd, Fairfig
Camp, South Chattahooc e, fDecember 5th, 1813.
My bear Mary: I was much relieved fron|the anxiety which I felt
for you all at home, by the receipt of a nu uo- of letters by the day-
before-yesterday’s mail. You were. not Wron1
the next information you received would be ¢
Indians; such a one has never before been fd
scene was truly interesting; the,niorning 'as calm clear and in-
tensely cold; the fields appeared -covered w |snow from the exces-
sive frost. At day light we were in’ sight ofi the| enemy, who it seems,
- has been apprized of our approach and’ fro e order of our move-
ments calculated that we would not reach’ th=‘r_1,u0wn before the middle.
of the day, not presuming that we would mni ‘v"e_f__“at night. The serene-
ness of the morning, the yells of the savages] the firing of our artillery
and the incessant prattling of the musketry and rifles; the dead lay-
ing promiscuously over the field, and thej|rolling pillars of smoke
issued by the devouring flames preying on.|
addition to the columns produced by the repeated discharge of our
artillery, and the lighter sheets, produced Hhie
arms, were in various figures fantastieall

-a cannon shot. The Autosse King also was ] ,111 d. We have not been .
able to ascertain what hecame of McQueen. ha 're is no doubt of his
baving been there, ags many of his effects erie taken, but I rather
suspect that he sought refuge below the ba k the river among thé
women and children. The attack upon this . jwh was a daring under-
taking when it is known to be situated in the héart of the war party!
Strength, where in a few hours they couldIollect from all accounts
2,000 warriors, and such was the situation of the place, that had we
sfayed long they could have surrounded us unﬁ T ‘cover of rivers, creeks,
amps, ete. lJ : .
It was not my object to make any halt}! 'therefore we carried no
tools, and when we stormed the town we hhd but twd days rations,
for everything was consumed in the town i1 dogs. cats and some ot
the savage tenants fell victims to the devoi
to have intended the bank of the river for

was highest near the first breaLk‘:towardsv‘=
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sudden descent of about s8ix or seven feet, which formed again a level
of some yards, and another similar fall went to the water’s edge. This
kind of amphitheatre was covered with reed and small bushes, to-
gether with some trees where the savages crouched in, and our men
could not see them until they looked down the first bluff. When they
were approached in this last position, the fire on both sides was tre-
mendous; many were killed. It is a principle with the Indians never
to leave their dead, and as they were shot in the field they were
dragged down the bluff and afterwards into the edge of the river in
heaps, insomuch that the water of the river near the shore was crim-
soned with their blood. Some swam over the river and they were killed
in the act, but there were, notwithstanding, many who were still in
caverns under the bank which were not completely dislodged, nor
would the circumstances which I have before mentioned admit of
much delay. The object was accomplished. We had many wounded, and
. the first consideration to my mind was to occupy such ground as
would enable me to defy their strength, as soon as the wounded were
dressed. I had the army formed and marched a few miles when we
formed and buried our dead. The friendly Indians would not come off
with us, but remained to pillage. A party of Indians came up from
Hothlewaulee, and attacked them; cut off their retreat. and killed
several of them, two of which I regret the death of very ‘much;. The

Mad Dog’s son (Alias), the far-off Warrior, and the long Lieutenant.

The Mad Dog’s son was a shrewd, stout, portly, well-disposed, enter-
p‘rising man. _

As soon as these new recruits eame in contact with our rear guard,
our riflemen and cavalry killed four or five of them, after which they
never followed us a foot. Had we got possession of the lower banks
of the river all their women and children would have fallen into our
hands, and what to have done with them would have been a question,
as we could not have fed them. and I had placed restraints on the
friendly Indians from destroying them. They were as thick below the
bank as fiddlers, of all sizes, perfectly naked, scampering, and screech-
ing. in every direction. There is no doubt, from the scalps of the whites,
and many other articles which we found at Autossec, that they were
the murderers of the Garrison at Mimms’ Fort. I have seen friends
and enemies bite the dust. How I escaped with my life is a wonder.
I was constantly on the lines, and constantly fired at. The balls whistled
a8 thick as hail. Both my aids had their horses shot under them. These
Indians are stout-made. thick set, and well limbed, wear no clothes,
are painted, but neither the savage appearance nor their war whoop
can possibly produce any unusual feeling to a reflecting mind. I can-
not be persuaded that the Devil, if he was mortal, ought to be dreaded
more than any other ordinary animal possessing deadly weapons. I
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have heard much of the terrific appearance l savages and the clang
of war, but the man who, at such an hour, di{e 18 in such calculations,

must be a coward.
Your brother appeared not the vleast ca ? erned I presume that
nearly as soon as this reaches you you wilLF e published the official
account. I required the reports from differe It oﬂlgers so as to obtain i
their collected opinions, and from. these Fe ials, and what came

+*

within my own view, the statement._ has b made, but I fear not
well written, for I had given the heads, but he report was so little,
to my mind, that I had to alter, Vevisg and a
me a8 much trouble and more perplexity th
gether, altho 1 was, as I am yet, unable to g

nd so often that it cost
I 1t 1 had done it all to- :
of Lout of bed and in much

regard from you, and this long, long lette
which it i8 written, you may consider as a (i
wound early in the action, but never left m “~_ho ses until after it was
over. I suffered very much with it that day. apd considerably since. ;
I, however, got a good night’s rest last ni ht a.nd am clear today of
fever.

I am afraid that I shall tire you as m
thing, as I have fatigued myself giving it,
utiae because I know your solicitude .for
love to your dear Mother, and tell her tha
ingratitude of this world. I never endeavo '
_ some people but they abuse it, perverted '
my family. If ever I live to return there w
illiberal insinuations. I can never recohcile [lit tg myself to divide my
hard earnings from friendly motives with th se who are 80 mean as to
seek every opportunity to abuse me for it. ﬁ t ,ank no visitor for in-
viting company to my house: at their own expense—they may do a‘;
they please, the Brown loaf under such ci dsumstances cannot be ex:

TR

t:h With s0 much of one
bt } have gone into min-
nyi weifare Give my kind
1 am provoked with the
d to render a service to
in entions, and insulted
F‘! soon be an end to their

DS e d e

hibited too soon. , ;
This letter will be forwarded by Mr. Dai
hire some one to carry it down immediatel
son. He will return directly after the Januar
me freely. Give my bhest love to your good
regret to hear-that he has volunteered a toul of[ duty on the front. He ~_
ought to recollect that his age does not,a:.thorise such fatigue and
éxposure, that all your hopes of protection jn my absence depend on .,
him. Give my love to Sarah; tell her I hope she will have a plenty
of bhacon against I come home; to John, ‘that '\I am pleased to hear
that he means to defend his mother: to Susén {hat I am quite pleased
with the work she did for me and the lettdr she wrote me,; to Eliza,

N

|

cey| who has promised to ./
on his arrival at Jeffer-
Court. By him you write
Grand Father; tell him I
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that I hope soon to gé't a letter from her. Tell William that he must
raise me some hounds and keep my guns clean. Tell Dick I hope he
will have a plenty of provisions for me against my return: and tell
Miss Pud she must learn a song and sing it for me. _ .

Accept the tender of my affectionate regards and best wishes for
the health and happiness of you all. Make my best respects to my
two attentive inquirers; Miss Baillie and Page, as well as to Mr. Wm.
Hazzard and all other inquiring friends, and believe me to be as
usual, Your affectionate Father,

P. S. Tell the.negroes howdy, and that I hope they will all behave
s0 well that I shall meet them all in a good humor when I return. I
think before this affair is over that Florida and the Indian country will
be swept. '

I send you a draft of the road as far as I have been or expect to
g0, embracing the neighboring country, which when compared with
the map, will give you a correct idea of our position.

John Floyd to Miss Mary H. Floyd, St. Mary's, Ga.
Christmas Day in a wilderness west of Chattahoochee
8 P. M. 1813.

My DFAR MaARY: I have the pleasure to acknowledge the receipt of
your affectionate favor of the 4th ult. It gave me much pleasure to
.hjear that your Mamma and all my Fairfield friends were well. I am
also very well except the lameness occasioned by my visit to Autossee.
The wound is entirely healed up; but the joint is so much affected
that 1 have -hardly any strength in that knee. Tell your Mamma [
wrote her a long letter by the last mail. which I presume she will
receive ere this reaches you. I am very glad to hear that she is so well,
and calculates so largely on the wheel of fortune to supply our wants
by lottery. I predict that it will be a blank; fortune teller, and coffee
grounds to the contrary notwithstanding. One thing however affords
e singular consolation, and that is that you can never suffer while
you have so good and kind a Father near you. I hope he may live
many years to receive all Your gratitude for his affection, and ten-
derness toward you. None of you have ag yet any reason to be un-
happy. We must receive patiently the adversities of this life which are

80 sure to make inroads on our prospects of happiness.
Tell your Mamma that I hope sh,e has not failed to procure a good
urse, and that on my return she will be able to introduce me to a
ntw acquaintance. I will write to her and Sarah next. I wish very
much for Sarah to go to Savannah to finish her education. It is high
time it should be done, and it is certainly true that she still has much
to learn. T am also very desirous for John to get to school somewhere.
He is losing the most valuable part of his life for the procurement of
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Lo go to Savannuh.

2391

L =
an education. I think it probahle that he alrdjﬁcﬁarles will be obllged;g

The mail is just-closing, so that I must’
you nothing. Give my affectionate love tor
Sisters, and Brothers, and respect to enq
my favorites, Miss B & P. Accept yourself
be very affectionately your loving Father,

P. 8. J. Hobkirk is laid up by a wound
of his projects, not serious. Charles is well.
soon. Make my hest respects to him and Mrg

John Floyd to Miss Mary H. Floy

MY DEAR MaRy:

answer of your esteemed favor of the 2lst4-
distressed and rejoiced; distressed to hear
of my dear children. and rejoiced to learn

hopes were entertained of theijr getting bett

that day’s mail will bring me the pleasing-

well as I am, at this time, having had sirice

a good appetite,' and no.return of fever.

I have received instructions from Genery

wi

I have just snatched a mo
less, with which I am much pressed, to s¢

#Ihjiude this much or send
ur‘mothér, Grand Father,!
liring friends, particularly.
Aril

ny love and. believe me to!

Eer a blow gun in some
3 will write to Mr. Hazzard
w | |

£

# .
5 il ¥ g,

, ?t '-Mdfj;’s, Ga.

hitg Hotel, Savannah, Ga.
Nogember 1st, 1814

mgnt from hurry of busi-
xjri?fﬁ)le you a few lines in

| the general indisposition
ﬁr m your postscript that

r,jand flatter myself that
}."eivs of your all being.as
€ my arrival at thig place

} Pinckney, who was not

apprized of my arrival here until I wrote{; {'Ito hin’yI am authorized
both by him, and the Governor in the event jof, the enemy’s appearing

in force to—eall out the Militia en masse. T
at my disposal a considerable force. So if i

will bid defiance to the enemy, the works x}

Savannah covers so much ground that it
lines to emhrace the city. One of the regime
at a position bhetween this and Costin Bl
other is due today or tomorrow, when the
be formed and soon be ready to measure
of Johny Bull. In consequence of the pdwe
orders to the first brigade which ig plac

order  has broke in upon the arrangements

is arrangement will place
c%n be procured in time,
rogress but slowly, indeed
1111 ‘require very extensiye
ts'of militia is encamped
f, and the arrival of the

nder my control: this
 two gentlemen of the

?i._ven me, I have igssued
of}

militaire. Colonel Harden of the 35th Reg-fm%t was half elected to

1111 the vacancy occasioned by the death o

R%presentative Pettibone,

when he received orders which would not_fdrﬁit of his absence from

his command, he consequently resigned hisg
for the Legislature, when the election wa
the day on whicn the election wag ordered
New  candidates sprang up, and perhaps °
novel elections ever held here. Lambken oy

pretentions as a candidate
Q-‘al{o‘ut half over, it being
..jH':J'rden had no opponent.
‘):.‘roguc‘ed one of the most

. p’azﬂed Charlton, and Har-

ylt, by which I was hoth |
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den is accused of design. Major Page, who is the Commandant of
Scott's regiment received orders at the moment of his arrival, and
on his way home to make arrangements to move his family and prop-
erty off immediately. This order disconcerts his private schemes. He
looks badly, has been ill, and does not appear to have profited by the
change. ' .

I have met with many of my compatriots who were very glad to
gsee ‘me. It was like the renewal of the old schools. I am still here at
considerable expense, and am impatient to get into camp, which I
shall certainly do in a day or two, whether my baggage arrives or not.
Many reasons urge its propriety. There are waggons now on the way
to St. Mary’s, which will be at Jefferson on their return about the
14th inst, by which my baggage can be sent, if it has not been done
ﬂefore If Jim can be spared, his services will be important to me. I
am strongly inclined to purchase a waggon and team, and enter it
in the service, by which means it will pay for itself in the course of

‘the campaign, unless its use should be required for the removal of

our family and property, which is the principal inducement for having
one at command. Time will not allow me to.write to you all, therefore
you must consider this as addressed to you all, which will entitle me
to hear from each of you. The enemies’' vessels are still hovering on
the coast. Two Carthagmean privateers arrived here a few days ago.
One of them alledges that she was chased into Osabaw by the enemy,
and proceeded from thence [by] the inland passage. They are in my
opinion suspicious, having motly crews and are strongly suspected
of being from Barataria, [—?] New- Orleans., where so much piracy
m carried on. . :

The regard which 1 have for Captain Hazzard’s honor will certainly
induce me to urge his return. The tempest of war will ere long howl
m this quarter, when the conduct of individuals, much less officers.
will be obsérved with a scrutinizing eye. If the enemy waits until
we can get a little prepared, death will stalk over the battle field the
day they approach us, and will afford passports to many a gallant spirit,
for the regions of Eternity. They will not triumph without bloodshed.
Adieu my Child for a while. Give my love to your Mother, Grand Father,
sisters, and brothers, and best respects to enquiring friends Believe
me to be as usual. Your affectlonate father,

P. S. Major Hamilton presents his respects to you all.
] M

John Floyd to Miss Mary Floyd

Camp Covington, November 30th, 1814.
-1 was much disappointed My Dear Mary in not hearing from you
last night, in consequence of the late arrival of the Southern mail.
I sent Boston early this morning to.the office, and he has just re-
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sved jme from much anxiety |

'of the family’s being in a"
{'an:d '[I.'afm‘happy to have it!
3 'much improved. !
‘e not slept a night out of |
1 have had many pressing in- |
red greater exemption from:
1ling' under way, and I shall

turned with the family budget which Lel

fair way to recover their wonted heal{h,g
in my power to add that my own health

I am yet sheltered by a tent, and h
quarters since I joined the camp, altho
vitations, and my situation reallir requj
the weather. I have, however, a log dw’
shortly be much more comfortably sett{edf for the winter.

I am sorry that I cannot render my lf’czibmx‘nu;niéati(‘m an interesting
one as thro the papers you receive all Te- news of a public nature in

circulation. Loy ] ‘

I very unexpectedly met Nat Greene )’, few days ago in the Streets,
of Savannah—ijust arrived with his tamil(y from the North. Mr. & Mrs.
Shaw has also arrived in town. The latt#:"r, it éieems, is recovering his
health. : I

I have just received a letter from Majliif Pégg of the 27th giving me
i

}

W

an account of the enemy in St. Andrews_’s_,’__ and ‘that they took Captain.

Dubignon’s boat and six or seven hands Iojpposiiie Retreat after passing
thro Wallis Creek. They set‘ the boat a “‘lijift byt took off. .the negroes.
The Major was very whimsical when hef'f)parte ,.‘ with me in Savannah.
His determination appeared fixed to move into the up country, but
since his return to St. Simons he appear%{ to have subscribed to the in-

tentions of his neighbors to risk ever}T(hing. 4t .is. difficult to know

"what he will do ultimately. The little fqual! Z.}ffthat has arisen in the

latitude of the cottage has been antici;f";ated. '-';Eve'ry day's experience

proves more clearly the fact of makivrj‘.gz enemiies when we ought to
be entitled at least to good will, and what ig provoking, these people
are the first to exclaim against ingrﬁti!g‘ : '

Privateering seems to be the orderﬁbf the{»_day. Boston and New
York are entertaining into this species jof warjfar;e.with great spiritp— -
46 from the former and 1§ from the laf er, soars‘out, and the grea o

ter

part ready for sea: armed chiefly by} Feder lists. Those from New
York contemplate cruising in squadrojp for '[ihe purpose of making,
havock among the fleets of merchanten. "I‘;hes" will out-sail heavy
vegsels of war, and his majesty’s sloops 1' f war ‘LIWill not be very anxious
to overhaul them. : L
I'am anxious about the establishmentf‘;pf our, National bank. Without
some mode is adopted to obtain money
of war), we shall he in a bad way—this essential requisite secured,
and we shall hother Mr. Jonney a 1itt e I arh ‘provoked with the ex-
travagance of the enemy’s rejoicing in England for the destruction ot
Washington. The city wag illuminated three #ﬁghts and not only the

tower guns, but every other was fired. I'have been a tittle disappointed.
4

‘("which] is the nerve, ang sinew
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I had hoped that they would have burned London on the occasion.
They really think the nation half conquered, and that their ambitious
views to recolonize us will be. fulfilled; but stop, there are hosts of
heroes, who will make liberty their last entrenchment. The enemy
have only met with a few scattering wasps, and hornets, who have
stuhg them lustily, and returned to their hives when they beset the
swarm. Death will stalk ove rthe land, and the minions of tyrants will
tremble. The whole seacoast to the northward of this are bristling
with American bayonets. Beware Mr. Jonny, you may obtain some
victories, and occasion many sacrifices, but you cannot triumph over
free men. : ’

There seems to be mischief brewing in the wigwam of Europe. The

Grand Congress at Vienna, which was to assemble on the Sth Inst.
will be productive of some change. It is believed that an effort will be
made to establish neutral rights, and that the blockade of the Anmeri-
can coast will be remonstrated against. Peter Ceazar of our captured
coastry has arrived here and report that there are on the coast 4 fri-
gates, that two launches, and ten boats entered the inlets, and some
the inland passage from bar to bar. Altho I feel no concern for the
loés of an illicit trade, yet boats ought to be on their guard.

I have this moment heard by accounts just received that the Ameri-

can privateer Decatur has captured the British Channel, a store ship,
laden with arms for Canada, worth $60,0600 which prize safely arrived
at; Ocricoke. The acct. seems to be authentic. I wish it may prove true.
1 have some doubt of the practicability of such a vessel getting in at
that bar.

I shall next write to your mother and Charles whose kind letter I
have recd. Adieu. My love to all. In haste. Yours affectionately,

'

John Floyd to Miss Mary H. Floyd _
Camp Covington, December 13th, 1814,
I have the pleasure, My Dear Mary, to acknowledge the receipt of
your affectionate letters, which has contributed no little to ameliorate
the unpleasant emotions occasioned by indispensible absence from the

enjoyment and society of my family. I feel much concerned abhout your

defenseless gituation, and, as the feeble means of security are rather
decreasing than otherwise, I am the more anxious for the safety of our
property; the desertion of which would increase your embarrassment.
[ understand that the Commodore and his Gun Boat Flotilla are ahout
leaving the St. Mary’s Station for lSavamnah, altho they have never
rendered any essential service in that quarter. The circumstance of
such a force being in that neighhorhood had some tendency to deter
the ¢nemy from marauding in small parties. Nor is much to be ex-
pected from the militia of our neighborhood under such officers as

[
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the country unfortunately confides in)/I should, tinder existing circum-ig
stances, be much pleased if the fanily could get on to Savannah, until}
something can be ascertained of the haracter.to be given to the next‘?’
campaign. |

If it were certain that our domestics could he relied on for their;
fidelity; their removal would not be/'so matfial, because they could?g
be removed from the Seaboard andF‘,puld always have timely notice

)

i

of the approach of an enemy to enab'.é them to get out of their way:l
As I shall, in all probability remairn‘}f'_'here until March next, I could
wish that the family were here, whgxr'e the children could be put to
school and in the spring we could a}’u return to the old mansion, or
remove into the interior as the timeé,’ and circumstances should then
warrant. f- * L . »

I think an obstinate war in the.fgifEuropean Continent more than
probable, in which event, if the war continues with us, its burdens will
be less felt, altho exposed situationk s‘l.n; the Sea board may not promise
uninterrupted security to property. | ' '

The ambitious views of the British Gabinet to re-colonize these United
States, is, I presume, pretty much ét an end, The opposition to the
‘war in our own country is fast dchining, altho the war with its con-
comitant consequences may imposefmany, sacrifices and privations;
its result will strengthen our indep;’e_‘ndencé, and raise the American
character to an exalted station amo t  the nations of the earth. Indeed
it would be difficult to subjugate'a"]'people who so well know how to
appreeiate their liberty. The clang of the galling chains ‘of tyranny
under which our ancestors groaned,}rand at le'ngth ‘80 gallantly threw
off, have scarcely ceased to jingle 1" the ears .of the present genera-
tion. At all events a very lively régollection is entertained of them,
which will be transmitted to posteri{t‘y in their;true colors. The enemy
may hoast of the conquest of Washington; the -Lbndqners may express
their idle joy by noise, bon fires, ;qd illuminations, but our country
is, nor will not be be conquered. Na,}ional ingigﬁation is just kindlhjg.
The physical strength of the couf;#‘try is ot “yet called forth.;O'iir
greatest difficulty is to organize our abundant resources, suited to

a war establishment; but a continu%illce of the war will teach this art,! -

as it has that of learning us to defénd our liberties, and to vanquish
the chosen troops of Europe. The &inemy will soon discover one im-
portant fact; that “the Soul of an e¥ pire is its iﬁeople. and where ever
they are, there is the Capitol.” As long as an army exists (and it will
exist as long as an American is afivg' to defend his country); that “the
loss of a Capitol is not the loss of ational Independence.”

You will sce by the papers the offlpia'l accOuﬁt’ of the taking of Pensa-
cola, and that after driving the Brlitisvh out, ‘ghé' place was left in pos-
session of the Spaniards, who appeared angry with the British for
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blowing up their fortifications, which became expedient for the preser-
vation of their shipping in the harbor. How the enigmatical conduct
so long practiced between our Government and the Dons will terminate
is difficult to foresee; they have acted with much duplicity towards
us, and our intentions towards them have been wrapped in mystery;

which places but little to our credit, whatever it may ultimately do

to our interest. .

It appears that general MclIntosh has ordered the building of boats
on the Chattahoochee for the purpose of descending that river against
the Seminole Indians before he marches to Mobile. I am in hopes that
measure will preserve -tranquility on our frontiers. _

I went to Savannah yesterday for the purpose of seeing €Captain
Hazzard, who was to have reached that place on his way to the South-
ward, but he had not arrived.

The great concourse of waggons from Savannah to St. Marys have
rendered the roads very .difficult. Ogeechee Causeway is nearly im-
passable.

There have been several riots in' Savannah between the lower class
and the Military of the regular army. They have generally originated
in bad company, where they, according to the strength of the party
of the opponents vanquished, and in some instances those not con-
cerned have been maltreated. A settled enmity seéms to exist between
~the parties which will end in the death of some if it is not checked,
which will be difficult to accomplish. 1 have succeeded in getting the
militia within propér bounds, who consequently are not included.

John Floyd to Mary H. Floyd, St. Marys, (ia.
Camp Covington, December 28th, 1814.

I have just received, My Dear Mary, your affectionate letter of the
23rd Inst. by which I am happy to learn that you are all getting re-
stored to your wonted health. You have accounted very properly for
not hearing from me by the mail preceding the last, ai my letters, which
vou have ere this received, will more fully explain-*l was aware that
Captain Hazzard would have a tedious journcy, and that he would
be able to realize the difficulties which I portrayed to him, which he.
however, ayipeared to regard with indifference. T wrote to his father
by Ansell, who arrived at my quarters a day or two after the Cap-
tain’s departure without money, :mld on a horse that appeared death-
struck with poverty. I have since received a letter from the Major
expressing his extreme uneasiness that his son should, under existing
circumstances, have gone on, as he had requested him to consult me
and to be governed entirely by my advise on the subject; and I re-
gret that no account enables me to relieve his anxiety on the occasion.
I presume, however, that he has before this reached his place of desti-
nation.
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