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o ot THE LETTERS OF JOHN PATTERSON, 1812-1813
2 bodies had k)

e Pittsburgh reyyf.

1eW state commed': ] ) .
tted. Pi bms . yowever, does have a certificate stating that on June 20, 1808, at Mil-
mitted. Fittsburgh.; . . .
. ) orthumberland County, Pennsylvania, he married Levina (or
which Pittsbup) o, N Y y ’ (

Lavina) Allerton. Old War Minor Certificate 880 furnishes the addi-

} tonal information that John Patterson enlisted at Erie, Pennsylvania, in

r THE DATE and the place of birth of John Patterson no record is
O obtainable. "The Veterans Administration of the War Department,

‘: 531812 as a private in Captain Foulk’s company in the Twenty-Second
Regiment of the United States Infantry, and that while still in service he
died at Lewiston, New York, in 1813.

He was survived by his widow and two little children; namely, Mary

er will be dermdfs§, who was born on August 5, 1809, and David, who was born on

which never fily ]une 3, 1811, and was probably named for the David Allerton spoken

§ ol hereafter. For the benefit of these minor children a pension of five
he anti-Quay forces €
session of the legidg ;
ling to do this, agml
ire repay the loam

ers’ half pay in lieu of bounty land was allowed, commencing on Feb-
wry 15, 1815. In 1853 Mrs. Patterson was living in St. Joseph
County, Michigan, and was then sixty-one years of age.” This scant in-

gh men rallied © ™ dormation leaves us almost wholly uninformed about John Patterson

himself.

‘Since he addressed his letters to his wife, usually in care of her rela-
¥es near Meadville in Crawford County, in the northwest corner of
eansylvania, he must have lived in those regions that had most to fear
" incursions of the British and their more dreaded Indian confeder-
s, During his enlistment he was never stationed more than 150 miles
"om home, according to the last of the letters quoted below.

1 Jg;rf:; as-é\llerton, A History of the Allerton Family in the United States, 1585 to
Horsee 7y Cem-jalogy of the ?e:cena’ant: of Isaac Allerton, revised and enlarged by
i urrier, 46-47 (Chicago, 1900). Here it is stated that “Lavinia”® Allerton
and was said to have been married twice, “first to a Mr. Patterson,
Nash.” Amos Allerton, her father, was born in New Jersey in 1760,
nner, and shoemaker. Early in life he married Chloe Stiles, and they

fevera] cp; . .
Lk, My hildren. He is said never to have resided long in one community. He died at
s, Wisconsin,

% bom about 174,
8econgd to a M.

Way farmer, ta
on September 15, 1846.
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100 NOTES AND DOCUMENTS

For five years all of the Lake Erie region and the thirty-five i
> . Mitles o
frontier along the Niagara River from Lake Erie to Lake Ontay, , W

a theater of many stirring scenes. This territory was only sparsely sety, phyat
Even Buffalo, established in 1801 by the Holland Land Company and" of sh—c
called New Amsterdam, had only about two hundred houses and , mH}L 3 E‘;’JV
tary post. Black Rock, Manchester, Fort Niagara, Lewiston, NeWark\’?' a pare

these names that we see frequently in the accounts of the war rﬂpre; 1
sented only scattered hamlets joined by poor roads and solitary farp,
On August 13, 1812, three days before the date of John Pattersons :

first letter, General Stephen Van Rensselaer arrived at Fort Niagara, ty - gotor

acknowledged strategic center of conflict, and assumed command of the ;ﬁiks)cj
First Division of the Army. The next day he established his headquarteg | sbout 2
at Lewiston, a near-by village, and sent detachments of militia t thope 1
posts along the line of the river. But to guard the whole frontier frqm, tlow}?:l;:
threatened invasion there were scarcely a thousand men. There was not E have it
a single piece of ordnance heavier than a six-pounder, and for such hghf-  dfice
field pieces as the army had there were no artillerymen.? There were not:: end 2l
ten rounds of ammunition for each soldier. The men had insufficient food
and clothing. They clamored for pay and vilified the American goven hThf
ter, is

ment for the rejection of certain British proposals for an armistice. Thy §
had scant medical supplies and no tents. Dissatisfaction and actual - f
subordination prevailed. Hull’s failure in July to take Malden, near De- el
troit, the report that hordes of Indians were arming on the upper s
under General Brock, and the certainty of the fall of Detroit produce ’
added alarm and distrust of their own chances of success.3
Among the reénforcements being hastened to the Niagara front}

stages through wilderness roads was John Patterson. Here followssf |
first letter:# :

To Misis Levina Patterson august 16 1812

Dear and loving compamon—-—l take this oppertunity to let you know th’“ 1 h
am well at present and 1 hope that these few lines may find you and all 1

2 Benson J. Lossing, Pictorial Field-Book of the War of 1812, pp. 366n, 381 L |
York, 1868); Albert B. Hart, ed., The American Narion, 17:95. ‘ A
3 Captain Robert B. McAfee, in his History of the Late War in the Western Conwt g
ch. 2 (1816), gives a full account of the movements of General Hull and of theif eﬁ# 3
4 For convenience in reading, this and other letters quoted below are broken by dad
the originals being largely unpunctuated.
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ireing friends In the same state of helth—i inform you that i do live as well
mremgase as 1 could wish—we purrade twice a day—about 130 men in fort
mdistcin ;ittsburg—i have got two pare of overhols two rufles shurts a pare
h)'; es a summer coat and a morning dres—we dress twice a day for com-
o S_O_clean clothes twice a weak a pare of sockes and in a few dayes we shall
mor some more clothes—then in the fall we shall draw a coat a wal[s]tcoat
dm::e of shoes two pare of long storkins two pare of over halls of woolen and
zﬁata stock and a pare of gaters—i have a blanket and 1 have receiveed 3:25¢
in cash and in about 6 weakes i shall haye 16 dollers comeing to me—then i
shall be able to cend some hc?mc.e*t.here Is as much' appearance of peace as war
at pressent—reading and WIiteing is my che_apest unployr_nent“on sur}day we
goto meating to any denomination as we think Proper—i was at meating and
the love of god come upon me so that I could not contain power—i do not
find so much oppesision as i did expect—i have a help mate—and there 1s
about 20 do go to methodist meating—;j hope that you will pray for me—and
ihope that the friendsS will not dispise you or me because 1 am a souldier—and
iwant yon to keep ont of debt so that when 1do return i can have some money
to help ourselves—i shall send you some money when ever i have g chance and
have it) direct your letter this). alagany county state of pensylvana pittsburg
ofice  angust 19

John Patterson
send a letter as quick as you can

The second letter, written on September 12 and received eight days
later, is not so long as the first. It follows:

To Levina Patterson

Dear and loveing companion—i take this Oppertunity to inform you that j
@ well at present and j hope that these few lines may find you i[n] the same
date of helth—and { shal] come and see you as soon as j can—ryou did blame
me becose § did not come with cook but i had no money and thea would let so
Dany on furlow at once so far—cook’s wife was not in 4

[?] condition
%8 the reson of hig comeing—so dont blame me for not comeing or think i

Ot care for you for i do think as much of you as ever 1 did and do expect to
Ol as well a5 i can for you and myself—so remain in the cause of god and
€ contented— a4 1 hope that we shall injoy each other again in love—bee

o eerfull—you can preserve us both from harme—thjs
em your loveing companion—do not send me 2 letter tiill | do send another-—
l' .
€8 part to you in the letter your father got to vou

John Patterson September. 12, 1812

Genetalth;l very day before Hull’s c.h'sconcerting surrende.r of Detroit,
) enry Dearborn, commander of the northern division of the
Mted Stateg Army, wrote to Secretary of War Eusti that if troops were

om the southward, he expected to be able to take

 Probap)
¥ he referred to his Quaker neighbors, mambers of the Society of Friends.
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Montreal and Upper Canada before winter set in. “If the GovemOroﬁ -
Pennsylvania turns out two thousand good militia from the NOrthygg I
erly frontier of his state, as I have requested him to do . . . | am find
suaded we may act with effect on the several points in the month of e ‘ g:m
tober at the farthest.””® you |

But in New York and New England there was decided resistance respe
the war.” On August 31 General Van Rensselaer wrote from the hne ‘ Szrsne
to Governor Tompkins of New York: “Alarm pervades the coupy'§  d i
and distrust among the troops. They are incessantly pressing for f have
loughs under every possible pretence. Many are without shoes; ] :;OgL
clamorous for pay; many are sick. . . . While we are thus growig ¥ in lov
weaker, our enemy is growing stronger. . . . They are fortifying aly, cloths
every prominent point from Fort Erie to Fort George. At present (t)? gg(;C(
rest upon the armistice, but should hostilities be recommenced, I my . presen
immediately change my position. I have no reinforcements of men, |
ordnance or munitions of war.” :

To this letter General Dearborn himself replied from Plattsburg Th
September 2, in terms no less grave, advising Van Rensselaer “to be ek van ]
pared to make good a secure retreat as a last resort.” Van Rensselacr L Y
only 1,600 militia at Plattshurg, on Lake Champlain, or under mardkf cros
ing orders there. Dearborn had 5,000 troops, more than half of the - the nig
regulars. Six thousand, including three regular regiments from the so be pre-
ward, were destined for Niagara. With these came John Patterson. three ¢

How slowly the troops moved! While the reaction from the loss ol f joined
Detroit was still strong, orders came for the deflection of ordnance and  than E
supplies to Buffalo for creating fleets on Lake Erie and Lake Onuro . p0ois
And still the War Department hoped that the forces would be ablﬂ"’f?; York 4
act, though late—too late, Dearborn feared, “A strange fatality seemf joined
to have pervaded the whole arrangement,” he wrote on September 26* | Marche,
“At all events we must calculate on possessing Upper Canada befof§ o 1
winter.” B ¥ Lossis

John Patterson, on the way to the front, wrote again, this time witk § York, 14,
out address for a reply: | Bk

0 time of

6 Lossing, 384 ff. Note especially the quotations from War Department manuscrip % Lossin

7 Chronicles of dmerica, 17:7-8; Lossing, 384.
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| [evina Patterson . ' .

[ inform you that 1 am well at preasant :}nd i hope that these 'fEW lines W.IH
fnd you in the same state of helth—and 1 inform you thaF we arwved at carlile
0 per. e 28 Of September—and‘ we do expect to march to niagary falls the. 3 of
t Qcf October and 1 shall try to git a furlow and come hom.e this winter—and 1 pray
on bee of good chear and pray god to bee your gl.nd[e]—1 b.ee vyeﬂ——~1 am

- respected among souldiers and officers—we are a going [to] Join gineral c.leaf
nce mL' ;an and he has 60 thousand now—and you nced not send me a letter til] }
e I} 4o send you another—i have got my second bounty and i send you 3 dollers-——.
Inty nd i want some [?] to by a bible a _hymn book and some for my Jurney—i

F pave 10 dollers to come yet and then i sh.all try to send you some more as soon
s igit it—and 1 hope that you are a doing well and com_fort yourself as well
Daf you can in the fear of god—and may the hand of god bring us both together
Wi in love and in the fear of him that presearves both soul and bo@y—and 1 have
‘ (oths as many as i do know what to do with from top too to. So i commend you
- o god and all the followers to christ—and bare. the cross—go on—-by the grace
' of god 1le meat you on the banks of e\'fer}astmg‘ deliverance—so no more at
 present but my Love to you and all inquireing friends

John Patterson

october. 3. 1812

- The entrance into Canada was further delayed when Major General
;_Van Rensselaer of the United States Militia and Brigadier General
%.'Alexander Smyth of the United States Army disagreed as to the place
of crossing.® A series of disappointments followed. Van Rensselaer fixed
the night of October 10 and marched 2 detachment to the river, only to
be prevented by a severe storm and a blunder about the boats, Again,
 three days later one body embarked and engaged fatally without being
‘j01'ned by others whom they expected to arrive. More unfortunate even
than Hull, Van Rensselaer resigned and Smyth took the entire com-
- mand,? Smyth sent an immediate call for reénforcements from New
‘:YOTk and repeated the call on November 17. T'wo days later Dearborn
:-loned his forces with those of General Bloomfield at Plattsburg and
e Marched twenty miles to the Canadian line, where the militia refused to
| & farther, Early on November 28 twelve hundred men, ready with

389-392; Edward Channing,

Chronicles of America

E RLossing,

York, 1926),
8 ?crihms fallacy
- time of war

A History of the United States, 14:475 (New
» 17:6. According to the last-named account, “The
persisted that the States should retain control of their sev

and deny final authority to the Federal Government,”

eral militia forces

’ LOSSing) 410,
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. 194
artillery to cross at Black Rock, waited in vain for eighteen hundry :
. . . . . - . Wa
more until late in the afterncon. Such confusion, inefficiency, apg | .
order became grotesque. General Dearborn, old and discouraged’ Wroté’
to President Madison asking permission to retire to private life,
Meanwhile the British in Newark across from Fort Niagay, had o
grown impatient of delay, and early on the morning of Novembey 21 ] Jisc
from behind the breastwork their mortars and battery cannon begany § 05
§ 108
fierce bombardment across the river. This lasted all day. The Amerig, } Joh
garrison was commanded by Lieutenant Colonel George MCFeely of ; hat
the Twenty-Second Regiment of Infantry—John Patterson’s own, Du- § him
ing the day a twelve-pounder in Fort Niagara burst and caused the Jog | erv
of two men. T'wo others were killed by the enemy, and three mo - dese
were wounded. fll ¢
Of this first experience in fighting John Patterson wrote in his e | oy
letter: New
To Mrs. Levina Patterson Is sai
I inform you that i am well at present and i hope that these few linesmy §  their
find you in the same state of helth—October 5 we left carlile for niagary—we'f  hoee
came through northumberland milton pensborough williamsport block houg i
painted post big tree so to flint hill with in 3 miles of buffalow—arrived the: € ¢
1 of novm and stayd there g days—on the 10 started again to black [?] mtf Jo
fort stashen [!] and stayd 1 day and arived on the 15 in fort niagary—te To
night of the 17 there [were] two men disarted from fort george to us, Nov, I
21 about sun rise the british fired over at us and we returned fire—so fought t
till sun down a forth full’® streem of canonball—we had 2 cild and 2 wound : e
ed—a2 canon busted and cild 2 and we saw 6 carryed away at one shot on the f ;vas Y
other cide—the seign loket awful®® but i was with out fear—1i hear that gearr reom
. . . . . 28 pegrp.
casada and jacob allerton’® is at buffalow with in 30 miles of me—I am i & forrg
hopes i shall come to see you about new year—at flint hill we received ower: | alerTe
‘winter dres two stockens two over hols a coat turnd up with green cuffs ad | como
. . X it 3 e
cholour and 31 butons and one shurt—and i got in to bee waitor at penshor- [ ad b
ough and am now in the cuntary takeing care of the quarter master that W& issh‘
wounded—and 1 want you to send me a letter as soon zs you can how youdt g se;
a comeing on—direct your letters this . niagary county portor township s g thouss
of new york niagary post office—I have had an invitation to hold meatings I word )
camp by the oficers and i am at a stand what to do—i feal a nead of a dO“b]F - ble o
10 Forceful. F o g
'T The scene looked awful. ( Beorge
12 Allerton, 47. Jacob Allerton, a lumberman, born in 1790, seems to have bees z 1 the se;

cousin of John Patterson’s wife. B L
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wach—and 1 hope that i shall find you in the flameing path to heaven—=S8o no
more at present but my love to you and a]l mquiremng friends
John Patterson
November. 26, 1815

As winter halted 31] operations, the men in camp remained restless and
discontented, and illness was increasingly prevalent, Every soldier longed
to spend this period of Inactivity and deprivation at home, The pathos of

John Patterson’s failure to obtain 3 furlough 15 heightened by the fact

that men from Meadville who were stationed near did not come to see

hm. In his letters there is no complaint that money long due him for
service had not beep paid. Not all were that patient; the six men who
deserted from Little York on the other side probably were welcomed to
fll gaps on this side of the river. There was little action; but “thea burnt
ar ospittle™; and on December 1 the beautiful Canadjan village of
Newark was burned by the Americans.’s Ip this affair General McClure

ssaid to have given the helpless inhabitants byt scant time to flee from
their homes into the crye] winter wilde

rness. John Patterson tacitly pities
those “thousand soules™

that could not escape. Retaliation was terrible;
the entire Niagara front was immediately laid desolate.
John Patterson’s fifth and sixth letters follow:

To Misis Levina Patterson

lin form you that i am we] at present and i hope that you are all in the g

fate of helth——the 15 of decm 1 was takeing sick and was sick for 2 weakes but
a5 vary wel attended—dec 1 1872 there I

from Jittle york—feb 1¢ 18[1]3 the british gIve up 13 of our men from fort
§eorge to fory niagary—; saw david on our march at pensborough and he in-
med me that you was well and i was in form’q that george cascada and jacob
cozteon Was at buffalow withi'n 28 miles of fort niagary—;i think he might a
and see me—there was John casada—we wyas both in the battle to gether
well and in good helth and 1s glad to here where his brother

the geneseo [? I—and if we cap git a furlow we wil] come
'€ a bout 20 dollows due to me-——we shot not les then a
] ¢s in the town of newark—we burnt their [illegible
ible Of}iiijiilisetgheir garisson on fire a number of ti'mes and cild_conside‘ﬁ
R forq_ . a::Iin u}rnt our isplttlej)we h;vs: a Cg)nslderable‘or su:kn‘ess in
Beorge casady o .hgc;jas 50 that was buryed in a boyt 6 weakes. A‘ddxless to
18 brother—if he should by chance to dye or git cild in

€0Tge is to have his land and mony if there bee any comeing-—and
632, 633,

€servica g
! .
} L°Ssmg,
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he wants george to come and see him for he does expect to go in the SPring §
board a manawar on the lake ontary, that thea may fix buyings—] ha e
in two battles—we sunk a small vessel for the british that day and cilq , nug
ber of their men—1I have been looking for a letter this considerable times
put 3 dollars in a letter at carlile and give david!4 § more at penshoroyg) &
you and when i draw i will try to git some more to yOu=—s0 10 more gt
ent but my love to you all

John Patterson  January 20, 1813
his love to his friends :

To Levina Patterson—i inform you that i am well at present and I hope
you are in the same state of helth—Ilike wise john casaday is well—and i have f
heard nothing from you sence i saw david at pensborough—rthis is the forth B
letter sence i have been at niagary and 1 want to hear from home and hoy you
are—there is nothing extrordnary happenend lately—1I hold meatings twice
weake and i do expect to have some progress in geting hearers—and i hop
that you are a gaining ground to canaan—i have not heard a searmon sence
left pittsburg—and i do not know when i can come home—i sometimes think
1 will send to the secatary of war for a purmetion to preach to the army and ¢
no duty nor fiteing—i wish you would send me a letter—d [1]rect it this X

Niagary fort twenty second ridgement commanded by curnal Mcfeally con
mander X '

of the 19teanth—as i was d[r]awing my lode in the morning some powder
on the flower—my gun lock was over it—a man threw a cole of fire on the
powder and it went off—the rammer and 2 buckshot the wad and the lode of §
powder went bee tween my forefingor and the middle by the root and at §
them apart—did not brake the bone—burnt both hands a little—i preacht the }
next nite to a vary atte[n]tive conggation B |

In the midst of this inactivity plans were being made for three simu- §
taneous campaigns in the spring: on the Virginia coast, on the shore of f
Lake Ontario, and in the valley of the Maumee in Ohio. General Har-j\\:;
rison himself camped near the rapids of the Maumee in order to keep ¥
open commurnications with Ohio and Kentucky, to be near the Lake |
Erie settlements, and to be able to move as early as possible against thﬁ»}{
British at Detroit and Malden.¢ Only one attempt was made in the-f

'+ Allerton, 47. David Allerton, born in 1790, was a brother of John Datterson’s wife

I5 Floor.

16 A lengthy firsthand account of the plans and activities of Harrison at this time @/
be found in McAfee, 185 ff.
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g § ginter, when an unsuccessful contingent of only 170 men was sent by

1 ’

beey § deigh to surprise Malden while the British vessels were frozen in harbor.

D . .

e | That Malden was a key point had always been evident, and on the east-

~ % X B X

for § em front rumors were frequently rife that it had fallen. The untimely

e ¥ elebration described ip John Patterson’s seventh letter shows how wel-
E ome such rumors were, and how eagerly the soldiers, restless and ailing

: o camp, turned their tired €yes toward seedtime on thejr newly made

. L fyrms on the edge of the forest.

FIg -

e The following letter was to be left “a

t Henry Husts” in Meadyille—
- indication of the writer’

s fear concerning the whereabouts of his
family; for only once since hj 1

ng unsigned letter of a map who was ill and lonely:

E To Mises Levina Patterson

same state of helth—and John casaday is al] so well and in good helth and
would be glad to see his brother and david—and i do hope that they will come
ad see us—i have took

b and have vary good 2
- pursue plan [s] indevering to sa

th] 21 one more—the [10] about 200 hundred—ang the 11[th]
> €Xpect about 200 hundred more—and i hope that you will pray for me
1 may hold fast where in i h

; ave beegun that the work of grace [m]ay
E dbound throy the land of our nation—; have not time to [write? ] much but
E 107 love o you all

3 The fing] letter is 2 desperate plea for woy

quiry whether
and the plain sold;

d from his wife. Real fear

“the good ould gentlman does live

er has evep besought his colonel to

. his love to his dear
e, That they 1 ;

" known

essages that unguestionably
appeal of a good man’s heart!

t he received
.;IESponded to the
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To Mrs Levina Patterson

L in form you that i am well [at] present and 1 hope that you are 4

1 We]]ij

present—i in form you that 1 have wrote six letters to you and receiveq N
and 1 have wrote 8 letters sence i inlisted and received but one at Pittsburgf 0
1 wrote one at carlile and put a three doller bill in it—i wrote 2 at pitt—gy | 0
this makes six at niagary and received none but the one at pitt—and i 4, be g i
gin to think hard of it—i do some times think you have for got me ¢ domg b
care any more about me—i dont think i shall write vou till 1 receive One\ N
but if you have forgot me i hope that you have not forgot god—i am nat With'i‘ - we
the company nor in the fort—there is a few about 5 miles from the fort—y; un|
one to make 6 boats and 10 to stand guard—1 am one of the guard—ang SPenydﬁ”"t o
the most of my time reading and writeing in the day and stand guard eyer. .
night two owirs and a half each night—my fellow souldiers receive letters frog | €
50 to 6 or 7 hundred miles all most every weak and 1 receive none and my b ord
near home—about 150 miles—and i hope that you will write to me how mf
are and all the rest and whether the good ould gentleman does live where b,
did and wheather david is married yet—1 saw him at pensborough on march
and give him 5 dollers for you—i have 50 dollers due me and do expect‘to‘i*
draw socon—we do see and hear of from 6 to 40 disarters from the britighjj :
a day and they bring in good tidings from the other side—so no mofre| o §
Present but my love to you all—direct your letters new york fort niagary intie } An.
cear of curnal Mcfealley [ I
John Patterson f )¢
April 25 1813/ F
. “F R
As the seal of this letter was broken, there fell out another paper,m §
attempt to put into verse the writer’s religious feelings, in which he ha e ir
penned the prophetic line, “I’me bordering on the stream of time.” 4} E:hﬂ
. . “& been
note adds: “Written the 25 1813 april—composed on the bank of the oum
river St Larence where i am now a standing guard five miles out of the f Penn
fort in sight of the british farmes and their buildings.” I rese
. - may |
In the collection are a few other small papers. A letter from Young: § %}
town, Ohio, dated June 29, 1816, is an offer to assist Mrs. Patterso § o
and her children to obtain five years” half-pay and bounty land. Theres § Illqontj
.. . . . . %4 A
also a minister’s tiny certificate of the marriage of John and Levina Pa IO;:SC
terson. And there is a receipt dated January 3, 1818, made to Lenm:} smal]
Patterson for nine dollars and fifty-three cents paid to David Parks o f ;ﬂord
. . & uld:
a note against David Allerton. ¥ QQEI
. . . N 3 Ir
John Patterson did not live to learn of Major Croghan’s gallant de- f the gr
fence of Fort Meigs on August 3; nor of Commodore Perry’s victory o F plante
§ Sows

T7 Allerton, 44. David Allerton Parks seems to have been Mrs. Patterson’s cousin.
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E .« .mber 10, which was to halt the whole of the British activities until
£ Gepte

i E :P defeat of Proctor and Tecumseh at the Thames Jed to the destruc-

i § the . . .

o - of the dread Indian confederacy. Nor did he live to know of Jack-
L gon

=5 on's victory at New Orleans and the Treaty of Ghent. Such news must

Nl pave been welcome to his impoverished comrades who still held the

dee. B L .. .

at § Niagara front, as the end of any fear of British dominion. A common-

o § wealth organized less than two score years before, a formless and largely

vith §

 unpenetrated domain, belonging only potentially as yet to h

who always dwelt in danger—that is what John Patterso
9 men like him preserved for

umble men

n and other

a progress of freedom that was to be both
orderly and monumental.

Fort Wayne, Indiana FLORENCE and Mary Howarp

PENNSYLVANIA IN 1786

L An Account of the progress of Population, Agriculture, Manners and Govern-
E ment in PENNSYLVANIA, in a letter from a citizen of Pennsylvania [Dr. Ben-
Jamin Rush], to his friend in England. (Colurmbian Magazine or Monthly
Miscellany, Philadelphia, 1:11 7—122—November, 1786.)

_ SIR:

- WHaTEVER tends to unfold facts in the history of the human species, must
- be interesting to a curious enquirer.—The manner of settling a new country,
| exhibits 2 view of 1 ign to the views of it which have
& y centuries in Europe, that I flatter myself the following ac-
::’Count of the progress of population, agriculture, manners, and government in
- Pennsylyania wil] be acceptable to vou. I have chosen to confine myself in the
Present letter to Pennsylvania only, that all the information I

shall give you
£ B9 te derived from my own knowledge and observations.

» and, in some instances, thro’ a
greased paper. A coarser building adjoining this cabbin

S ast W, and pair of poor horses. The labor of erecting these
V183 18 succeeded by killing the trees on 2 few acres of ground near his

- Gbbin, - : ;
- M5 this s done by cutting a circle round the trees, two or three feet from
¢ ground around these trees js then ploughed and Indian-corn

ason for planting this grain is about the 20th of May—It
on new ground with but Iittle cultivation, and vields in the




